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לשנה טובה
L’Shanah Tovah!

Temple B’nai Or

From the Rabbi….
Many people have been kind to Nancy and me since we made our way from Stony
Brook, Long Island, to New Jersey. For this we are both grateful. First impressions of
our new home? Morristown is a wonderful place - steeped in history, picturesque,
bustling with life on Saturday nights in the summer, and I expect even more beautiful
when the leaves turn in the fall. There is a peaceful contentment. Families stroll
through parks, basking beneath the sun, enjoying the breeze. The town green pulls the
community together and centers the people.

But at the beginning of this new year let us contrast this tranquility with the morning
paper and the evening news. International conflicts and domestic turmoil are rife.
The country is divided along political lines, and each side is becoming more
entrenched. The rhetoric has become hateful; the country appears to be at war with
itself. What is to be done?
The message of the High Holidays is the message for our times. First, we are called
upon to be grateful for the blessings that God has bestowed on us. We have been
blessed with food and shelter to sustain us and much, much more. Flowers delight us,
the sun continues to shine, every breath we take is a gift. Our existence on this earth is
not an award and certainly not a right; it is a divine favor.
On the other hand, Jews are not allowed to be at peace until the world is at peace. The
sound of the shofar is a call to action. We must work to change the world. So at the
same time we are to be satisfied, we must also be dissatisfied, acknowledging the
conflict and division that prevail.
On Rosh Hashanah we will stand at attention when the blasts of the shofar are
sounded. They are directed to all of us as a community, but we are to listen as
individuals. Each one of us must ask, How far have I come? Did I do my best to create
a better world? Did I live up to the best within me?
This is the tension of the Jew whose heart is alive...to be satisfied and dissatisfied
simultaneously, to hear God’s voice in community and also personally. Let us respond
as Abraham did: “Hineni” - I am here to serve a higher purpose; I am here to repair
the world.

As the new year approaches, let us pray for peace between the peoples of the world and
also within our nation, within our cities and in our neighborhoods. Let us pray for
peace within our homes and within our families - between parents and children,
between husbands and wives, between brothers and sisters.
And of course, let us pray for peace and joy within our Temple.
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I look forward to greeting you during this holiday season. I wish each one of you
health, happiness, and renewed spirit.
L’shanah Tovah,

Rabbi David Katz
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From the Cantor…
It has become my personal newish tradition to associate the High Holiday bulletin with
the mournful holiday of 9 B’Av, commemorating Jewish exile and destruction of the
Temple in Jerusalem - perhaps for writing deadlines, but also for the journey through our
calendar. We move from mourning, and journey towards healing. Elul, the last month in
the Hebrew calendar, prescribes that we reflect and gradually leads into themes of the
Holidays - forgiveness and repentance. This is the process of Cheshbon Hanefesh (the
accounting of our soul).
In recent years, Reform Judaism renews its relationship with these ideas in a more
philosophical and symbolic way. It is our present climate that challenges us to do so. We
feel increasingly insecure and unsafe. We experience intensity and even harshness in
relationships between people. Fundamentalist philosophies are on the rise worldwide,
and we feel more anxiety for the future of our loved ones and perhaps civilization.
Unfortunately, this article won’t resolve our modern-day issues and secure the future of
humanity. Nor does it address the challenges facing our precious planet influenced by the
imprint of humans. However, as Pirkei Avot (The Ethics of our Ancestors) teaches us, if we are to thirst for knowledge,
we must continue to ask questions, fundamental profound ones as well as small ones.
The verse  דע לפני מי אתה עומדsays: “Know before whom you stand.” It is a magnanimous statement to denote
one standing before her maker, but it may be an invitation to look inward. If we can step outside of ourselves and look at
ourselves that way, how would we see ourselves then through the lens of Teshuvah - Repentance? Observing ourselves in
that light can be humbling. To use mindfulness terminology: Being truly present in our truest skin and all that is within.
In this season, I ask: Who am I in this very moment? Being able to sit with this question without all the right answers is a
teaching moment all on its own. Sometimes in these moments, divinity sparks within us and in relations with one
another.
May this year be a year of thoughtful reflection and deep questioning for all of us.
Shana Tova.

Cantor Galit Dadoun Cohen

From the President…
The High Holidays are “early” this year. We can’t win. They’re either “early” or they’re
“late.” While it’s a tremendous scramble to celebrate the High Holidays as the summer is
just ending, it does get us right in to the swing of things at TBO.
I hope that many of you have had a chance to meet Rabbi Katz this summer. I am delighted
to see how many people came to services, came to the Pre-negs set up to meet him, and have
made personal appointments to get to know him. There’s still time to come out and meet
both Rabbi Katz and his lovely wife Nancy. Rabbi Katz has “hit the ground running” and
has already provided many interesting ideas regarding programming and worship.

Committees have been hard at work planning meaningful and fun activities to fill the
calendar all year long. Find something that interests you: adult learning, social action,
cooking, meeting new people — and get involved! There are wonderful people at Temple
B’nai Or — get to know them. If you have been away from Temple for a while, you’ll be surprised at how rewarding it will
feel to do something good and reconnect with your community.
I want to thank Barbara Rayvid for her work over the summer as High Holiday Chair, helping the clergy and staff get
ready for the holidays and helping to prepare the volunteers and honorees for the services. It’s a behind-the-scenes job
that requires serious coordination and commitment.
As always, the financial stability of our Temple is of paramount importance. It enables us to continue to operate and
fulfill our mission to enrich the Jewish community in the greater Morristown area, where everyone feels welcome to
worship, learn, and celebrate in their own way while connecting tradition to contemporary life. If you have not yet
returned your Kehilah pledge form, please do so right now and remember that your meaningful contributions to TBO are
what sustains this community.

Michele Murray, President
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Schmooze Newz
ANNIVERSARIES

NEW MEMBERS

B’NAI MITZVAH

Robert Agrusti and
Susan Levinson-Agrusti
25th Wedding Anniversary

Judy and Gordon Ashworth
Morristown

Cadence Sabatino
daughter of
Sara and John Sabatino

Brandy and Seth Johnson
25th Wedding Anniversary

Debbi and Jonathan Sebiri
25th Wedding Anniversary
Jenifer and Brian Dicker
30th Wedding Anniversary
Suzanne Atkin and Robert Platt
35th Wedding Anniversary

Elissa and Bryan Blanchard
Aiden, Bree, Mazie
Ledgewood
Jenn and Ethan Bronsnick
Bella, Mac, Emmett
Madison
Lindsey and David Dubman
Jacob, Alexander
Madison

Beth and Harold Goldstein
35th Wedding Anniversary

Amanda and Peter Fiverson
Sloane, Nikki
New Vernon

Laura and Bob Mayer
40th Wedding Anniversary

Kelly McCormick and Sam Horowitz
Rebecca, Adalyn
Mountain Lakes

Shari and Stephen Leviss
55th Wedding Anniversary
Susan and Lawrence Schwartz
55th Wedding Anniversary
Terry and James Youngelson
55th Wedding Anniversary

WEDDINGS
Stephanie Barbarosh to Fred Kain
daughter of
Keith and Lisa Barbarosh
Jen Pralgever to Conor Smith
daughter of
Helen Jacobson

BIRTHS
River Levinson-Brennan
proud grandparents
Susan Levinson-Agrusti and
Robert Agrusti
proud parents
Lisa Levinson and Jon Brennan
proud big brothers
Elliott and Jonah

Samantha and Aaron King
Cody, Eli
Morristown

Jennifer and Jason Lustbader
Chloe, Jacob
Morristown
Ilyssa and Benjamin Maisano
Layla, Jackson, Nahla, Paisley
Mendham
Caroline and Yaron Moshel
Jacob, Ethan, Eleanor
Chatham
Lisa and Ken Pomerantz
Hayley
Morristown
Eve and Jordan Taub
Maysen, Ivy
Morristown

Samantha Golub
daughter of
Debbie and Steven Golub
Abigail Strauss
daughter of
Tara and Eric Strauss
Jack Jacobs
son of
Jo Jo and Brad Jacobs

Shauna Gelman
daughter of
Carrie and Adam Gelman
Sam Fallon
son of
Dawn and Michael Fallon
Lucas Robins
son of
Jill and Steven Robins
Jared Schultz
son of
Pennie and Eric Schultz
Madelyn Glaser
daughter of
Andrea and David Glaser

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Dr. Adam Jasne,
son of Debbi Farkas and
step-son of Joel Farkas,
recently completed a fellowship in
vascular neurology. He will be an
Assistant Professor at Yale University
and an attending Physician at
Yale New Haven Hospital.
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From the Pre-School…
The Talmud teaches us (in Parashat Chayei Sarah), “Kindness is the highest form of wisdom.” As we begin
another school year and welcome new families into our Pre-School family, our school embodies what the
Talmud teaches. We use this message as a guiding principle within our classrooms and in the hallways. The
kindness mindset brings people together with mutual respect and empathy. We value the wisdom we gain
from working together; and starting out a new year, or a new endeavor, with kindness provides the best
landscape for successful outcomes.
We are so privileged to welcome back our incredible staff: Karen Balsamo, Mandy Cooper, Diane Fiore,
Miriam Herbert, JoJo Jacobs, Liz Karr, Mindy Klein, Susan Rosenberg, Laila Sebiri, and Jodi Weingold. We
have such an exceptional team, and we are truly looking forward to a great year!
We had another fabulous summer at Camp Brody of B’nai Or. The children thoroughly enjoyed our themed
weeks, and the added fun of Wild and Wonderful Wednesdays. Joyfully led by our Camp Director, Jodi
Weingold, and our Assistant Director, Hallie Rubin, our counselors, Mandy Cooper, Diane Fiore, Kathleen
Graul, Michael Nalbach, Jenna Sandler, and Miranda Siegel, in addition to our Teen Leaders, Liza Gutentag,
Alex Jacobs, and Jared Pine, provided a fun, safe, and educational experience for all of our campers. We all
had a blast!
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur provide ample opportunities for families to teach their children about joy,
reflection, tzedakah, and mitzvot. We do not advise that Pre-Schoolers fast on Yom Kippur, but having them
spend the day without a favorite item or food is an introduction to the rituals of the holiday. Little lessons
provide the foundation for great learning.
If you would like any additional information about our programs, please feel free to contact me at any time.
L’shana tovah! Wishing you all a healthy and a happy New Year.
With warmest regards,

Jennie Rubin, Director of Early Childhood Education

From the Religious School…
Today’s world is increasingly complex and requires rapid changes to the challenges and demands of any
educational system. Compounding this is when we try to integrate Jewish education with the larger academic
skill set children are constantly acquiring.
We feel the changes our Religious School is implementing for the upcoming year offer students better
potential for success and align best with the reality of our families’ lifestyles.
Students have an option of small group intensive and personalized learning or private Skype Hebrew sessions.
Every student benefits from this improved quality of instruction.

Sunday morning and Monday evening classes have added fifteen minutes to each session. The additional time
helps balance out some of the activities that were scheduled on the second day (Thursdays) last year. Now
special programs, presenters, hands-on experiences, etc., will be open to all instead of limited to what was our
Thursday population.
We are introducing Melton Jewish Family Living through our Mishpacha Lomedet Sunday sessions to provide
parents with ways to bring Jewish living into the home.
Clearly, no simple, single approach will bring about all the answers we are seeking. By involving families in
the learning process, we hope to create a “best practices” for the intricate interdependencies we hope to build
and strengthen.
We believe the new school year, with the changes we’ve made, will provide wonderful learning outcomes for
our students and their families. Judaism matters — and we work passionately to insure that our enduring
traditions are passed on the next generation

David Iskovitz, Director of Education
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From the Youth Group...
I am so excited to announce our 2018-2019 BOOTY Board:
President: Julie Lilienfeld
Programming Vice President: Matthew Litman
Membership Vice President: Zach Goldman

Our first event will be on Sunday, September 30. We will be having lunch in the
sukkah following religious school at 12 pm. Come join us for pizza! RSVP to Miriam
by September 23.

On Saturday, October 20, we will be going to the Great Jack O'Lantern Blaze!!
If you join BOOTY by September 4th, your ticket will be covered by BOOTY.
Contact Miriam at tboyouthadvisor@gmail.com for details!!
Miriam Edelstein, BOOTY Advisor

Renaissance News
THIS NEW YEAR MARKS AN EXCITING MOMENT FOR THE RENAISSANCE GROUP AT TBO –
THE START OF OUR 30TH YEAR!
 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 – 1:00 PM – BRUNCH/LUNCH
We welcome Joel Farkas who will be speaking about Painting the American Revolution: Through the Eyes of the
Artists. This lecture will look at the American Revolution through the eyes of the artists who chronicled the
founding of our country. Remembering that artists are not only painters, and works of art are not only
paintings, we will also explore other art forms such as poetry (Paul Revere's Ride) and even music (Yankee
Doodle).
 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21 – 12:30 PM – LUNCH/BRUNCH
Ashley Koning, the Director of The Eagleton Center for Public Interest Polling at Rutgers University, will be our
featured speaker. She joined us a year ago with a very interesting presentation on the NJ Gubernatorial
Election. This year she will speak on the upcoming midterm elections for the US Senate and House of
Representatives. The outcome of this election may result in one or both legislative chambers switching from
Republican to Democrat party control.
 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18 – 12:30 PM – BRUNCH/LUNCH
Our very own TBO Executive Director, Joel Katz, will speak to us about his other passion in life – being regional
director of March of the Living. For many years Joel has led groups of Jewish teens and adults to Poland and
Israel. The purpose of the trips is to teach current generations to remember the past so they can teach the
next generation. After visiting “the past,” the group travels to Israel to see “today” and into the future.

All events are open to the entire Temple community, as well as to guests.
Fee: $15 for Renaissance members, $20 for guests
For reservations, contact Mitzi Szerlip, 215 Forest Glen, Pompton Plains, NJ 07444 973-839-1939
Questions, please call Stuart Rayvid (973-515-3518) or Carol Marin (973-366-9316)
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You are invited to
Sisterhood’s Annual Paid-up Dinner
Sunday, October 21, 5:00 pm
“Let’s Explore Emotional Intelligence”
Enjoy dinner and great conversation with fellow TBO women. Welcome Robin Stern, Ph.D.,
the associate director for the Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence. Robin is a licensed
psychoanalyst, educator, and author, with over twenty-five years of experience treating
individuals, couples, and groups.
This event is free to all Sisterhood members who have paid their annual dues of $36. RSVP
to sisterhoodtemplebnaior@gmail.com by October 7. Please contact us for more information,
and to volunteer to assist with set up, clean up or bring appetizers and desserts to share.
The Sisterhood of Temple B'nai Or is looking forward to a great 2018-2019!
Once again, we will have monthly informal "Kibbitz" events, creating an opportunity for TBO women to
engage with one another and form new relationships. These events take place at women's homes, or at a local
spot in town, in order to keep an intimate atmosphere.
In the spring is our beloved Women's Seder - attended by over 100 women of all ages! We have a fantastic
seder dinner complete with singing and dancing, leaving everyone in the room breathless and inspired!

As always, remember to visit our TBO Judaica shop for a multitude of beautiful items for all of your holiday
and mitzvah needs.
We look forward to seeing you this year!
Hallie Beyer, Abby Wellington, Jamie Frick, and Maggie Goldberg
TBO Sisterhood Executive Board

From the Judaica Shop...
Apples and Pumpkins. The fall comes in fast, with school and activities and, if you blink, we’re into
October! That’s why I want to discuss Chanukah. This year, Chanukah comes very early in the
American calendar (Dec. 3rd). Before you know it, you’re buying for “the holidays.” I would argue
that Chanukah is not “the holidays” - it’s OUR holiday, our celebration of victory. We have 8
nights and I propose that at least one of those nights, should be dedicated to something Jewish
besides spinning a dreidel or eating latkes. Make one of the gifts you give this year, a Jewish gift - a
mezuzah for a bedroom doorway, a star or hamsa piece of jewelry, a funny mug - something that
reminds you that Chanukah is unique in our community and that as Jews we don’t need to join in
the mad green-and-red rush. Visit the Gift Shop (open during religious school) and see what’s new.
Alise Ford
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Jewish Book Club
Please contact Carol Marin with any questions at
carolmarin76@gmail.com.

Sunday, October 28, 2018, 12:00 PM
Andrew Gross, Button Man After a string of New York bestselling suburban
thrillers, Andrew Gross has reinvented himself as a writer of historical thrillers.
Now, Gross delivers a stirring story of an immigrant family torn apart and
brought together by the birth of organized crime in New York City in the 1930s.
Andrew Gross is the author of New York Times and international bestsellers; The
Blue Zone, Don’t Look Twice, The Dark Tide (which was nominated for Best
Thriller of the Year award by the International Thriller Writers), Reckless, Eyes
Wide Open, and most recently, One Mile Under. He is also coauthor of five
number-one bestsellers with James Patterson, including Judge & Jury and
Lifeguard. He lives in Westchester County, New York, with his wife, Lynn.

Save the Dates
Sunday, February 3, 2019, 2:00 PM, Dawn Raffel, The Strange Case of Dr. Couney
Sunday, March 31, 2019, 2:00 PM, Angela Himsel, A River Could Be a Tree

Jewish Movie Club
Please contact Helen Jacobson with any questions at
helen.jacobsonRN@gmail.com.
Monday, October 15, 2018, 7:00 PM
Jews and Baseball: An American Love Story An award-winning, 2010 American
documentary film narrated by Academy Award winner Dustin Hoffman, written by Pulitzer
Prize winner Ira Berkow, and directed by award-winning documentary filmmaker Peter
Miller. Kenneth Turan of The Los Angeles Times, wrote that the “warm and enthusiastic” film
“not only lives up to its title...but also delivers a bit extra as well.”
More Jewish Films in collaboration with Renaissance, the Art Gallery, and Religious School
coming soon!

Save the Date
CONNECTIONS Latke and Vodka Chanukah Party!
Saturday, December 8
Details to follow
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Worship Schedule…Join Us!
When

What

Time

Description

1st Friday of
each month

Shabbat Mishpacha

6:30 pm

Family-friendly service with birthday blessings

Torah Explorers

5:45 pm

For children from birth to Grade 2 - (a brief happy
Service with songs, prayers, followed by Shabbat dinner)

Torah Shabbat

7:30 pm

Shabbat Service with Torah reading

3rd Friday of
each month

Choir Shabbat

7:30 pm

A beautiful service accompanied by our
congregational choir, with sermon or guest speaker

4th Friday of
each month

Kabbalat Shabbat

6:30 pm

Welcoming Shabbat—an earlier, shorter, informal
service—meditative and musical

5th Friday of
each month

Shabbat Service

6:30 pm

A brief service where we explore alternative
ways to worship

Saturday

Shabbat Service

10:30 am

Service held only when B’nai Mitzvah are scheduled

2nd Friday of
each month
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